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In Touch With

Turner Electric
S.A.V.E. extends the warmest of welcomes to our newest client, Turner Electric L.L.C. They are locat-
ed in Fairview Heights, Illinois and in Millstadt, Illinois.

Turner Electric opened its doors for business in 1953. They now employ 90 people with two shifts
operating at their facilities. Turner manufacturers high voltage switchgear that is shipped worldwide.

S.A.V.E. thanks Turner Electric for using our labor services, and for giving us the opportunity to
work with them.

Nonprofit agency leaders and Federal customers gathered with the NISH staff
in Chicago, IL for the annual NISH North Central National Council of Work
Centers (NCWC) Conference. Attendees shared ideas, discussed new initiatives
and learned more about the Javits - Wagner - O’Day (JWOD) Program through
information sessions, town hall meetings and roundtables, and networking
events. The conference took place August 11-12 in Chicago, IL and boasted
more than 150 attendees making it the largest North Central NCWC
Conference to date.

Shown in the picture are Jorge Santiago of the NISH North Central Region
team and Jim Schnipper of S.A.V.E. discussing product ideas between sessions.

NISH NCWC CONFERENCE
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In Touch With SAVE is the quarterly newsletter of St. Clair Associated Vocational Enterprises, Inc. a
not-for-profit, tax-exempt, 501 (c) 3 corporation providing services for adults with developmental
disabilities.
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Directors

Hello everyone, it is hard to believe that the holiday season has passed by us so soon.

The consumers had a really nice Thanksgiving Dinner hosted by Empire Comfort Systems. It was great-
ly appreciated by all of the staff and consumers to be treated to such a nice meal.

Throughout December the consumers remained busy with their work, Christmas shopping and
Christmas parties.

Hopefully, 2005 will be a great year for all of us. We look forward with anticipation to the new oppor-
tunities that the New Year has in store for us.

May health, happiness, and prosperity fill the lives of all.

Sincerely
Sindy Smith
Editor

Quote for the Quarter

“Courage is the power to let go of the familiar.”

A LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

The only thing that does not change in the Human Service field is that everything
changes. Day programs, residential services, vocational programs, each have their own
rules and regulations that are overseen by different agencies of the State or Federal
Government.

Illinois, like most states, is looking to navigate its way through an on-going financial crisis.
One of the ways, Illinois, is hoping to do this is to get more services paid for through the
Federal Medicaid Program. Services that historically have been paid for by the State of
Illinois through the Dept. of Human Services will be paid for through Medicaid.

Currently the S.A.V.E. Developmental Training Program is going through this transition.
This is a difficult, painstaking process that oftentimes is very frustrating. In the future, Residential Services, Vocational
Training and JOBtrack may also have to go through this process.

We ask your help and understanding in getting through these transitions. We know that at times it will be frustrating
and confusing. We will do our very best to answer any questions that you have. We ask that you remember that it is the
State and not S.A.V.E. that is mandating theses changes. We know that if we continue to work together with your help
and cooperation we can continue providing the level and quality of services that are needed.



Edward B. Bench was born October 28, 1921 in Johnstown, PA. He served in the Army Air Corp during World
War II where he got his start in radio. He was assigned to Scott Field for training as a radio operator. He served in
India and Thailand as a communications officer. After leaving the Air Corp in 1945 he eventually returned to Scott
Field as an instructor at the Aircraft Radio Operator School and in 1948 earned an associate’s degree in radio and
television engineering.

Mr. Bench spent 45 years as a Broadcast Engineer in the St. Louis radio industry. Not only was Mr. Bench an engi-
neer, he was an innovator. He designed and built the first antenna in the United States that could broadcast signals
for more than one radio station. In 1961 Mr. Bench brought stereo sound to the FM radios in St. Louis when he
got FCC approval for a broadcast system he designed, built and tested.

In 2004 Mr. Bench was inducted into the St. Louis Radio Hall of Fame. He is the first engineer to be so honored.
In 2004 Mr. Bench who is a life member of the Society of Broadcast Engineers, was also selected to be a Fellow in
the Society of Broadcast Engineers, their highest honor.

Along with his professional accomplishments and being known as a genius in his field, Edward Bench was  a kind
and generous man. In 1973 when the Radio Information Service (RIS) for the Blind and Handicapped was start-
ing up, they went to Ed Bench. RIS needed someone to figure out the technical end of the closed circuit broad-
casts to the handicapped and homebound. He became a charter member of the RIS board in 1973 and retired in
2003 as their technical director. He designed and built better receivers and gave countless hours. RIS now has in
use more than 3000 receivers in the Bi-State area.

Mr. Bench was a long time member of the Belleville
Noontime Lions Club. Mr. Bench was also involved with the
Catholic Band Association in the East St. Louis Deanery. This
group created band programs for the Catholic elementary
schools. They also had a award winning high school band.

In 1972 Ed Bench and a group of parents like him formed a
community based training program. Spurred by a desire to
give his son and others like him a worthwhile sense of purpose
in society S.A.V.E. was born. As one of the founding members
Ed served in numerous capacities on the Board of Directors
including president. During his years as President he often
commented that “When I took office, I hit the ground run-
ning and I feel like I haven’t stopped since”.

As Randy Law, Executive Director put it. “Ed was one of
S.A.V.E.’s best and most energetic champions. Ed was always
there to lend a hand or to advocate for S.A.V.E. in any way
that was needed”.

Thank you to Mary, Ed’s wife, and his children, Edward,
Carolyn and Claire, for sharing Ed with us.

Ed, we will miss you!
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In Memoriam - Edward B. Bench, October 28, 1921 - December 7, 2004
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IN MEMORY OF:

SAVE 2005
MEMORIAL REPORT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2004 - JANUARY 31, 2005

Miss Besse Odle
Mary Jane Lutz
Dorothy J. Bubb
George & Barbara Lanxon

Miss Catherine Zuber Fischer
Cathy Carpenter
Jean H. Langen

Mr. Edward Bench
Mr. & Mrs. Tony (Margo) Origliosso
Ms. Pat Kistner
Ms. Stacey Donahey
Mr. & Mrs. John (Virginia) Molla
The Pohl & Missey Family
Mr. & Mrs. Paul P. Waller, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lang
Ms. Judith A. Koch
Ms. Nicole Doussard
Mr. Denny Kistner & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Michael (Mary) Belz
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel (Mary Ann) Bench
Ms. Mary Lou Bez
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart (Suzanne J.) Hauser
Mr. & Mrs. James (Nicki) Schnipper 
Mr. John Marsh
Ms. Ruth Waldron
Mr. & Mrs. George (Loraine) Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. George (Jean) Walsh
Ms. Dorothy Loukins
Mr. & Mrs. Bill (Betty) Brauer
Ms. Pat White
Mr. Ralph Stenger
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne (Marilyn) Stumph
Mr. & Mrs. Larry (Charlene) Eidelman
Ms. Janice Radisic
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Breisinger
Mr. & Mrs. Randolph (Ellen) Law

Mr. & Mrs. Henry (Susan) Keeley
Mr. & Mrs. Thaddeus (LaVonne) Bench
Mr. & Mrs. Justin (Linda) Cordonnier
Society of Broadcast Engineers Chapter 55
Mr. & Mrs. James (Linda) Groesch
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Rahn
Mr. & Mrs. Ty (Carol) Cottingham

Ms. Helen Goin
Mr. & Mrs. James (Patricia) Brinkman
West Pointe Bank – Belleville Branch
Mr. & Mrs. Jim (Jeanette) Rakers
Ms. Dorothy Muenchau
Mr. Carl Cook & Ms. Stephanie Kohnen
Mr. & Mrs. David (Debora) Kohnen

Ms. Kathy Evans
Ms. Aletha Dressel 
Ms. Mary Ellen Battoe

Ms. Mary Carson
Mr. & Mrs. Richard (Susan) Depigian

Mr. Roy W. Mueller, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent (Marlene) Walter
First Class Automotive
Mr. & Mrs. Leroy (Ione) Klingel
Ms. Pauline Sunderman
Mr. & Mrs. Norman (Leona) Determan
Ms. Viola Graul & Family
Mr. & Mrs. Bud (Dorothy) Schrempp
Mr. & Mrs. Warren (Bobbye) Klingel
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Srogus
Ms. Alma Huelskoetter
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph (Marily) Krausz
Ms. Violet Schroeder
Mr. & Mrs. Don (LaVerne) Laux

Mr. & Mrs. Ken (Marilyn) Staley
Mr. Robert H. Mueller
Ms. Lucille E. Kruse
Mr. & Mrs. Dan (Charlotte) Wombacher
Mr. & Mrs. Bob (Beverly) Marhioro
Mr. & Mrs. Warren (Evelyn) Knipp
Dan, Angie, John, Rachel Davis
Loraine & Ruby Yarber
Mr. & Mrs. Don (Iva Jane) Mueller
Ms. Arlene M. Lembke
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin (Ruth) Krausz
Mr. & Mrs. Paul (Jeanette) Middendorf
Ms. Dorothy Schanz
Mrs. Agnes Munoz & Marsha Blount
Mr. A. Ray Brown & Ms. Rose Marie
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SAVE 2004
CHRISTMAS APPEAL DONATIONS

Mr. & Mrs. William (Jenrose) Spinnenweber
Tribout’s Distribution
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew (Virginia) Gregowicz
Christ United Church Women’s Fellowship
Mr. Robert L. Jennings
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent (Marlene) Walter
Mrs. Agnes Munoz
Ms. Blanche Rehling
Mr. & Mrs. Allen (Bonnie) Wattens
Mrs. Margo Origliosso
Mrs. Virginia Koehler
Mr. & Mrs. John (Carol) Riemer
Ms. Flora Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Victor (Patricia) Francoeur
Mr. & Mrs. Gordon (Rita) Bien
Mr. & Mrs. Linus (Barbara) Poettker
Mr. & Mrs. Corwin (Virginia) Silvey
Mr. Jack Wagner
Ms. Nora Caldwell
Mr. & Mrs. Lionel (Mable) Woolfork
Hideg Pharmacy
Wilke Window
Mr. & Mrs. Roy (Shirley) Jokisch
Poelker’s Garage
Dr. & Mrs. Larry (Joan) Vick
Mrs. Janet Poe
Mr. & Mrs. Carvel (Joann) Walton
Mrs. Mary Bench

Ms. Grace Hall
Mr. & Mrs. Edward (Shirley) Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. James (Theresa) Stephens
Mr. & Mrs. Henry (Susan) Keeley
Keeley & Sons, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert (Marlene) Foree
Ms. Pat Gronniger
Phillips Interior
Ms. Helen Stevenson
Mr. James McKenna
Mrs. Agnes Munoz & Miss Marsha Blount
Mr. Stephen Schmidt
Mr. Terry Roth
Mr. Henry Roth
Ms. Jeanne Clark
Mr. & Mrs. Jack (Sharon) Denham
Ms. Mary Spencer
Ms. Barbara Headrick
Mr. & Mrs. William (Virginia) Law
Ms. Ann Kohnen
Belo Sales and Services, Inc.
Ms. June Martin

Beno J. Gundlach
Mr. Vernon Mueller
Ms. Mattie Graham
Mr. Frank Myers
Mr. Brian T. Heap
Mr. & Mrs. Terry (Sue) Mueller
Ms. Elizabeth Metcalf
Mr. & Mrs. Roger (Loretta) Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice (Jo) Lee
Farmer’s Market
Green Mill Services
Mr. & Mrs. Robert (Janice) Vernier
Mr. & Mrs. Richard (Fannie) Bolden
Mr. & Mrs. P.J. (Virginia) Keeley
Dr. & Mrs. Dean (Susan) Hageman
Ms. Cornelia Kinsella
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth (Tammy) Haas
Mr. Walter Smith
G.L. Thomas C.P.A., Inc.
Landshire, Inc.
WM G. Krummrich Plant
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene (Anne) Keeley
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis (Janet) Catrow
Mr. Timothy Keeley
Ms. Shirley Schulte
Mr. & Mrs. James Groesch
Ms. Evelyn Barber
Mr. & Mrs. Curtis (Betty) Hancock
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Eleven athletes and three volunteers headed to Peoria on Friday, December 3rd for the
State Special Olympic Bowling Tournament.  We stayed at the Red Roof Inn in Peoria
that evening and had a wonderful supper at the Hometown Buffet in Peoria.

Bright and early the morning of December 4th we went to the Landmark Lanes in
Peoria.  Our athletes bowled against tough competition but we are proud of their
accomplishments.   Special Olympics of Illinois provided a wonderful lunch.  The afternoon competition was just as
tough as in the morning, but once again our athletes stepped up to the challenge.

After the event we started home.  Do you know that coming home you go East instead of West?  Yes, I was driving.  We
stopped in Lincoln, IL to fuel both the vehicle and the people.  

I want to thank Estelle Vinyard and Grace Adams for assisting me on our wonderful Bowling weekend and thanks to all
that participated.  Great Job. 

Sue Zaring

STATE SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
BOWLING MEET

Sue Zaring – Coordinator– Opportunities Unlimited for Recreation 
Program   Phone  234-1992 Ext 31

The O.U.R. Program was on the move in November and December and look out for events in 2005.

On November 13, 2004, thanks to 8 volunteers, 50 participants enjoyed walking one mile around O’Fallon Park in the
Annual Turkey Trott.  This event is given each year by the O’Fallon Knights of Columbus who do an outstanding job
with Foz Ryan coordinating and conducting this fundraiser for Special Olympics.  Foz Ryan is a long time friend of
S.A.V.E. and an outstanding fundraiser for Special Olympics with the O’Fallon Knights of Columbus.  

On November 18, 2004, thanks to 11 volunteers, 38 participants had a blast at the Ringling Bros and Barnum & Bailey
Circus at the SAVVIS Center in St Louis.  We used Metro Link and everyone had a grand time.  

On November 28, 2004, thanks to 12 volunteers, 60 participants brought in the Holiday Season by joining the Faith
Family Church in their new Church at 706 N. Green Mount Road by attending their annual Christmas program.     

On December 6, 2004, thanks to many, many volunteers and over 250 participants S.A.V.E.’s Annual Christmas Dance
was held at Panorama Lanes in Belleville.  Panorama’s use of their wonderful facility, Barbara Pitt and her volunteers
from the Edwardsville DAV Auxiliary, plus a visit from our jolly Santa put a large smile on everyone’s face and was great-
ly appreciated.   DJ Pat with Class Act provided the best performance of all.  Next years Christmas dance will be on
December 5, 2005.

Suggestions are always welcomed.  Volunteers are always welcomed.  Please call me should you have any questions.   
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All Proceeds Benefit Adults With Disabilities

Every Wednesday Night ¥ Belle-Clair Fairgrounds

Doors Open at 5:00 P.M.

Dinner Available for Bingo Players

Early Bird - 7:00 P.M.

Pick-A-Color Raffle in 20 Numbers or Less with a

Powerball - BINGO-MATES Available for Early Bird,

Bonus and Regular Bingo

6 cards for $5.00 - Additional Cards .50¢

S.A.V.E. BINGO



St. Clair Associated Vocational Enterprises, Inc.

Below is the advertisement as seen in the Community Service Spotlight December Greater Belleville Chamber of Commerce newsletter.

AFTER 30 YEARS...

EXTENDS A
THANK YOU to BELLEVILLE and the

SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

What can S.A.V.E. & JOBtrack offer; Employees that want to work.

S.A.V.E.’s Developmental Training and Vocational Development programs provided the consumers with 90,000 hours of employ-
ment.

JOBtrack offers customized employment services for 50 adults through 25 area employers. JOBtrack consistently exceeds program
objectives by more than 5% annually through follow along and job retention services.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES offer 70 individuals through 21 small group homes the opportunity for supervised independent living.

MISSION STATEMENT: To offer a wide array of community centered services and supports, which enable individuals with developmental
and other types of disabilities, of who are otherwise disadvantaged, the opportunity to live, work, and fully participate in the community.

For information on outsourcing and fulfillment contracts call Sindy Smith Sales Manager at 234-1992 ext 23. 
For employment service opportunities call Lisa Hempen at 277-7294

3001 Save Road • Belleville, IL 62221 • www.saveorg.org


