In Couch with s A

Consumer Spotlight

by Paul Wibbenmeyer
E xperience and know-how are valuable assets

to any organization. SAVE is fortunate to
have many staff who have worked here for
20 plus years, but we're also lucky to have several
consumers who have been at SAVE a long time.
One of them is Mike L. Mike came to SAVE in
the summer of 1975, right out of High School. At
that time SAVE wasn’t exactly what we see now.

Mike remembers well. “| started at the old

| Belleville workshop right by the railroad tracks,” he
said. “I worked there, and | worked at the East St.
Louis workshop when they needed help. | always

Mike L. has been working at SAVE

since 1975, and he says he’s not
ready to retirel like to help out.”

Mike brought his helpful attitude and versatile

skills to SAVE's Turkey Hill site in the early 1980’s, and has worked on most of the jobs
and most of the assignments we have. He’s currently assigned to building 102, where

we work on the license plate stickers for the lllinois Secretary of State’s office, as well as
other confracts.

Mike offered some history on that particular building. “That never used to be the
license sticker building. It was the Stag building, and before that we mixed grain there
for another contract.”

In his time at SAVE Mike has also worked on our Grounds Crew and on a couple of
different jobs with our Janitorial Service Program. Mike said that he liked the variety he's
experienced at SAVE. “It's good to do different things, righte That way you don't get
burned out doing the same thing all the time.”

Having interests outside of work is another way to keep a fresh outlook, and Mike
has long participated in Special Olympics. The last several years he’s taken part in
O.U.R Program recreational activities. “l do track and field, and bowling, and basket-
ball when we have a team,” Mike said. “O.U.R. Program is pretty much fun, too.”

Mike wrapped up by saying that he wanted to continue being active and to continue
at SAVE. “I like to do things,” Mike said. “l want to keep coming to SAVE. I’'m not ready
to retire.”

Those seem like good words to live by. Here's to wishing Mike many more years
involvement with SAVE programs.
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1 Executive Director’s Corner

Friends of S.AVE.,

| want to begin my remarks for this issue of the S.A.V.E.
Newsletter with a tremendous THANK YOU to the readers and
= supporters of our work and mission. The response fo our year
end appeal was fabulous with nearly a 10% increase over
2007. In addition to raising more money, we received gifts
from a number of new donors. This is very encouraging given
the national economic climate. As we move info an uncertain future in terms of
governmental support, your gifts are vital for sustaining our programs. Your gen-
erosity and willingness to share your resources is deeply appreciated.

Furthermore, at a time when the daily news headlines focus on job losses and
layoffs, it is a joy to share with you some good news from the JOBTrack program at
S.AV.E. Meet a few of our JOBTrack consumers.

Donna has become an independent and self-sufficient person through the sup-
port of family, co-workers at Old Time Pottery in Fairview Heights and the JOBTrack
staff. Completely deaf and unable to find employment, she came to S.A.V.E. for the
training and coaching necessary to be self assured and confident in applying for
work. Donna said, “I love working here. All of the people are so nice and helpful.”

The Wal-Mart store in Belleville intfroduced Nicole to the world of work. With no
previous experience, the store employed her for seasonal work. They quickly saw
her potential and dedication and made her part of the regular night stocking team.
Through the job club and coaching provided by the JOBTrack staff, Nicole received
the encouragement and self-confidence to succeed and look forward to the future.

Bobby’s future is bright with hope and promise thanks to the education and
training he has received from the S.A.V.E. staff, his high school teachers and his
family. With great support and encouragement, Bobby is a successful member of
the food court janitorial and maintenance staff at St. Clair Square Mall. His supervi-
sor has commented that he is an excellent worker who always focuses on complet-
ing his assigned tasks.

Arhonda was a successful educator with an outstanding military service record
and a bright future until she had a severe stroke. Suddenly incapacitated, she
became depressed and unsure how she could care for her four teenage daughters.
By working with the JOBTrack staff, her resilient spirit was lifted, and she renewed
her dedication to overcoming her difficulties. She is now the secretary/receptionist
at S.AV.E.’s lllinois North site and has become a member of our family. Arhonda
has turned down other employment because, as she says, “S.A.V.E. helped me to
regain my life. | enjoy working here, and | want to help others.”

JOBTrack is an important part of our efforts to help adults with disabilities reach
their highest potential and fulfill their dreams. We are deeply indebted to the
JobTrack staff: Paul Wibbenmeyer, Program Manager, and his colleagues Dee
Andrews and Cindy Rehg for their dedicated efforts to help those in need.

"t b R

SAVE Programs & Services
JOBtrack offers employees who WANT to work onsite job coaches to help
train and monitor their progress.
Developmental Training and Vocational Development programs
provided consumers with 100,000 hours of employment last year.

Residential Services offers 38+ individuals supervised, independent living in
a home and neighborhood environment.

For information on SAVE’s programs and services, visit us online at
www.saveorg.org or call 214-234-1992. For contract services, contact Jim
Schnipper at 618-234-1992.




SAVE Consnmers Cake
Home Awards!

Cagle Scout
Chooses SAVE

by Jim Schnipper

for his community service project

to complete his Eagle Scout
Badge requirements. A big Thank You
to Julian, who decided that Bldg. 203
needed to be painted. Boy, was he
right! As you can see from these pho-
tos, the building needed a facelift.

Julian is a member of Scout Troop
1 1sponsored by St Peter’s Cathedral in
Belleville. He is the grandson of
Edward A. Quinn who was stationed at
Turkey Hill when the 798th Radar
Squadron occupied the site.

Julian, with the help of his grandfa-
ther, Boy Scouts and leaders of Troop
11, got the paint and did all the work
on Bldg. 203.

What a difference! Thanks, Julian
and all the volunteers, for all your hard
work. And Congratulations on becom-
ing an Eagle Scout!

J ulian Feix (above) chose SAVE

High ceilings and peeling paint made
refurbishing Bldg. 203 a big job!

At the Annual Awards Reception in
November, several SAVE consumers
were recognized for outstanding
work in each of the SAVE pro-
grams. Our congratulations to all
the recipients.

Carol Schwan presents Joe S. with
the Residential Consumer of
the Year Award.

Marcus M. received the Optimist
Consumer of the Year award.

SAVE Consumers
of the Year

Developmental Training North
Almatrese Packer

Developmental Training East
Eric Arriola

Vocational Development
Robert "Clark" Schulte

Residential
Joe Smith

JOBTrack
Pierre King

Optimist
Marcus Matlock

Ashley Owens accepts the
JOBtrack Employer of the
Year award on behalf of the
Belleville Denny's Restaurant
from Dee Andrews and
Paul Wibbenmeyer.
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Lee Hopp SAVE Joundation

Mark your calendars

On Saturday, April 25, 2009, the
6th Annual SAVE Trivia Night will
be held at the Katy Cavins Community
Center in O’Fallon. The evening is
sponsored by the Roho Group, and
Roger Schleuter, “The Answer Man”
from the Belleville News-Democrat will
MC. The cost is only $12 (includes one
drink ficket).

To reserve your spot call Nikki
Shoemaker at 618/234-1992, ext. 47.
Auction ltems Are Needed! To donate
to the Trivia Night Silent Auction call
Jim Freeman, 618/234-1992, ext. 25.

New Opportunity!
Join the Walk for SAVE

SAVE has been invited to participate
in this year’s Annual Walk For Sight
event sponsored by the lllinois Lions.
SAVE has a long history of mutual sup-
port with the Lions Club.

They sponsor three events around
the state to provide resources to help
those afflicted with vision and hearing
handicaps.The local event will be held
on Saturday, June 14, on the SIU-
Edwardsville campus.

In addition to a 5K run/walk, there
will be Beep Baseball, a “Blind”
Obstacle Course, clowns, music and a
general good time. We are putting
together a team to represent SAVE.

Team members get sponsors to
pledge their support. Approximately
half the money raised by the team will
be returned to SAVE to further our mis-
sion. As you can see it is a winning
combination all the way around. If
you would like to be part of the SAVE
team or pledge your support for a
SAVE participant, call Jim Freeman at
618-234-1992 Ext. 25.

“Jim, I'd like to help S.A.V.E.

through my estate, but | don’t
want to deprive my heirs.”

We began talking about ways to
give. Over the course of the con-
versation, this person shared that
he had a paid up life insurance
policy. It had been taken out when
his children were young to provide

| recently had a person say fo me,

- Make S.A.V.E. the owner and
beneficiary of an already existing
paid up life insurance policy. Since
S.A.V.E. becomes the owner of the
policy, the proceeds are not includ-
ed in the donor’s estate for tax pur-
poses. Furthermore, you may be
entitled to a charitable contribution
tax deduction based on the fair
market value of the policy.

for their - Donate
care in Y excess cover-
case v S age from a
something | B=coemsm]  INTIT group term life
happened insurance poli-
to him. cy through
Thankfully, your work-
the policy place. Giving
really was- excess cover-
n't needed age benefits is
anymore an excellent
sinZ:e the O“ighi on Planne way to provide
() (]
chiden | Giiving - Life Insurance |00
grown and James Freeman, Director of Development without any
had suffi- cost to the
cient personal income. donor, and, in fact, can save you

| shared with him that life insur-
ance can be an easy and flexible
way to make an important gift to
S.A.VEE. that provides resources far
into the future.

Possible ways life insurance can
be used to benefit and sustain
S.A\V.E.'s important mission
include:

- Make S.A.V.E. a beneficiary of
an existing life insurance policy.
Upon your death the face value
amount of the policy will go to
S.A.\VE. Just request a beneficiary
designation form from the insur-
ance company.

money.

These are suggestions of how a
person can provide sustaining funds
for S.A.V.E.’s vital mission through
utilizing life insurance in their estate
planning. The ideas expressed here
should not be construed as legal or
professional advice. Before making
any firm estate plans you should
always consult with your attorney
and/or financial adviser.

Furthermore, there are numerous
other ways to achieve your charita-
ble goals. For more information
please contact me at 618-234-
1992 or your attorney.

Press This Button at
www.saveorg.org

to make a donation to SAVE
online! Use PayPal or your credit card to help SAVE.

Easy, secure & fast!

Donate

B visa (5] e [ra]
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ADVOCATES FOR S.A.V.E.
Charter Members

Thank you to the following charter
members of the ADVOCATES FOR
S.AV.E. program.They have demon-
strated their commitment to helping the
special men and women at S.A.V.E. by
providing financial support of at least
$25/month ($300 per year).We deeply
appreciate their leadership in advanc-
ing S.A.V.E.’s mission.

John & Kim Anderson
Robert & Marcia Atchison
Frank & Marti Booker
David Bruchhauser

Kay Bruchhauser

Laninya Cason

Ty & Carol Cottingham
Jack & Sharon Denham
Eric Forguson

James & Betty Freeman
James & Carol Graham
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Gregowicz
Thomas & Patricia Gundlach
Michael & Margaret Heinz
Craig Hubbard

Dennis & Carol Jacknewitz
Hank & Susan Keeley
Eugene & Ann Keeley
Randy & Ellen Law

Col. Maurice Lee

Edward & Shirley Quinn
Eric Rhein

Don & Carrie Rigney

Dr. Marlene Smoot
Martha Stenger

Larry & Joan Vick

Steve & Marilyn Voss
Donald & Vivian Wade
Dolores Anne Waller

Pat White

If you would like information about
this effort to provide a firm foundation
for S.AV.E.’s programs that enable
adults with disabilities to reach their
highest potential, please contact James
Freeman, Director of Development

(618)234-1992 ext. 25.

Ed. Note: “To err is human, to forgive,
divine.” In the last issue of “In Touch
With S.A.V.E,” there was an error in the
listing of Robert & Marcia Atchison’s
name. We apologize for this misprint.

Opportunities
Unlimited
for Recreation (O.U.R.)

Mark Your Calendar!

March 2009
March 10 O’Fallon 15 Cine for
movie with popcorn and a drink
March 14 Come see us in the St.
Patricks Day Parade in Belleville
Date to be announced Special
Olympic Time Trials McKendree
University, Lebanon

April 2009
April 1 Spring Dance, location TBA
April 15 Let’'s Go Swimming at the
YMCA, Belleville

May 2009
May 3 Special Olympic Track and
Field Games at Highland High
School, 9am — 2:30pm

May 27 Gateway Grizzlies with pre-
game picnic at the park, GCS
Stadium, Sauget

May 30 Museum of Transportation
with tour Guide and train ride, St.
Louis, MO

June 2009
June 12-14 Special Olympic State
Games at ISU Bloomington
June 17 Learn How to Play Bocce
on Turkey Hill and Hot Dog Girill
June 24 Annie ot The Muny, Forest
Park, St. Louis

July 2009
July 15 Try Our Luck at the Casino
Queen
July 22 Come Play Bocce on Turkey
Hill and Hot Dog Girill
Dates TBA Sunday Bowling

See more of this year’s schedule at

saveorg.org & in future newsletters.

Volunteers Needed for
O.U.R. Trips!

Call Sue at 618-234-1972
and sign up to volunteer.

THINK SPRING!

(cleaning, that is..)

As winter fades and the air becomes
warmer, our thoughts turn to, yes,
SPRING CLEANING! Ok, so that's not
exactly it, but getting rid of all that stuff
cluttering closets and cabinets is an
important rite of Spring.

Did you know you could help SAVE
by taking your outgrown or out-of-date
clothing, shoes and linens to one of
the yellow Clothing Donation boxes
listed below? SAVE receives cash, and
the donated clothing is sent to people
around the world who need it.

Hats off and a BIG THANK YOU to
the local businesses and organizations
that have the yellow barn-shaped
boxes on their parking lots.

Cozy Corner
Rt. 161 & 160, New Baden
Dollar General #3
Rt. 4 North, Mascoutah
Mascoutah Plaza, Mascoutah
American Legion
Rt. 177 West, Mascoutah
Mississippi River
Rt. 50 & Scott-Troy Rd, O'Fallon
Lakepointe Center
Rt. 50 East, O'Fallon
Dollar General #4
707 S. Madison, Lebanon
Dollar General #5
1231 N. State, Freeburg
Buck's, 108 S. State, Freeburg
Belleville Beauty Supply
North Illinois, Swansea
SAVE North
620 N. Illinois, Belleville
2785 South Belt, Belleville
Safe Lock #1
Lebanon Ave & Hartman Lane, Belleville
North Belt West Liquor Store
3620 N. Belt West, Belleville

* Thank you for your
clothing donation.
We accept clothes, shoes
and linens only.
All donations must be clean, dry
enclpsed in plastic bags and
PLACED INSIDE BOX.
For questions or plek up
of lerger items call (618) 526-T764
This box benefits:
. S5.A.V.E. Rehab Center .




Spotlight on Award Winners

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints Are Volunteers of the Year!

On a Saturday morning last November, a caravan of cars, vans and pick-ups drove down Save Road and turned into the
residential area. SAVE consumers and staff watched open-mouthed as over 100 youth ages 14-18 and 40 adult lead-
ers from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, O’Fallon 1st Ward poured out of the vehicles.

Armed with paint brushes, ladders, scrapers, power washers, brooms, rakes and boom boxes, the highly organized group
split into teams. Over the next several hours, they cleaned, painted, washed down and spruced up two of the houses and yards
on the Hill and cleaned several buses. ' & :

If this opening paragraph sounds familiar, it should. |
used it last year to talk about this incredible Youth Group
and the work they did at SAVE. This year, they were back
on a cold, blustery day and worked tirelessly once again.

Not only did the 14-18 year olds come out to SAVE to
work, but the Singles group (ages 19-30) also spent a
Saturday last Spring cleaning up the area in front of the
Administration Building. They brought $4,000 worth of
donated plants, rock, mulch and other material to beautify
this area.

Because of their fremendous help, the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter Day Saints in O’Fallon, IL was named
SAVE’s Volunteer of the Year at the Annual Awards
Reception. Thank you again!

The Young Smg/es group-of SAVE B

Don Rignhey Named Board Member of the Year!

Don Rigney, Vice President Special Projects at Empire Comfort Systems,
Inc., was named SAVE’s Board Member of the Year for 2008. Don has been
a member of SAVE’s Operating Board since 2003. Empire Comfort Systems
is based in Belleville and has the broadest selection of gas space heating
available in the world. They contract with SAVE for assembly of some of their
components. Don serves on the Finance and Insurance committee and has

Don Rigney, left, and Executive  been a valuable resource for SAVE. Congratulations, Donl
Director, Randy Law

Staff Honored for 20+ Years Service to SAVE

At the Annual Awards Reception last November, the following staff members were recognized for their 20+
years at SAVE. Without these dedicated professionals, along with all the other staff members, SAVE would
not be able to accomplish the mission of improving the lives of our consumers. Thank you for your com-
mitment and caring!

Tina Johnson - 36 years

Sue Helferty - 28 years

Mary Askins-Smith - 27 years
Joan Cook - 27 years

Jim Schnipper - 26 years
Denise Huffmon - 24 years
Dannetta Thomas - 22

Karey Smith - 22 years

Carol Schwan - 20 years

|-r Jim Schnipper, Foundation Board Member Jack Butler, Sue Helferty, Executive Director Randy
Law, Joan Cook, Carol Schwan, Mary Askins-Smith and Dannetta Thomas.---
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Chank you!

Donations to SAVE and the Lee Hopp SAVE Foundation for November 1, 2008 - January 31, 2009

SADVE

798th Squadron

Horton, Rodney & Barbara

Althoff, James C. & Kris L.

American Legion Post# 550

Locklar-Smith

Anna, Helma

Belleville /Swansea Moose
Lodge No. 1221

Bel-O Sales and Service

Bevis, Henry

Boeckmann, Vernon A. & Julaine M.

Brinkman, James & Patricia

Butler, Jr., Arthur J.

Campbell, Roger & Loretta

Carpenter, David and Patricia

Chatman, Henry

Christ Church Women's Fellowship

Cline, William & Jann

Commerce Bank

Committee of Tom Holbrook

Creamer, David and Shirley

David Hauling Company

Defrates, Janet

Denham, Sharon & Jack

Drummond, Mary and Jack

Dudley, T.J. and K.B.

E G Vogt Qil Co. Inc.

Eitzenhefer-Tune, Mary

Evans, Albert & Judith

Foley, William

Francoeur, Victor and Patricia

Freeman, James and Befty

Fritz, Leonhard and Evelyn

Gallion, Martha

General Machine Inc.

Glauber, Joseph & Aurelia

Graham, Col (RET) James D. &

Mattie

Gregowicz, Dr. & Mrs. Andrew

Griesedieck, Bernard and Marion

Hageman, Dr. Dean & Susan

Halvachs, Martha & Robert

Hauser, Stuart

Heinz, Michael & Margaret

Hideg Pharmacy

Hoffmann, David and Sue

Holdener, Pauline

Houser, Harold L.

Huber, Ralph

Hubert, Charlene

Hudzik, Robert & Kay

Huff, Bill & Pat

Johnson, Delano

Juen, Mark & Denise

Keeley, Eugene & Anne

Keeley, Henry & Susan
Knights of Columbus
Council #4380
Council 4596 - Cahokia
Knights of Columbus
Council 4741- Millstadt
Council 6996 - Fairview Heights
Knoebel, Lee & Donna
Koehler, Virginia
Kohnen, Ann
Kreisler, Margaret & John E.
Kurrus, Cleo
Lee, Daniel
Lee, Maurice
Lindsey, Hazel
Lintz, John & Marlene
Lugge, James and Christy
Maclair Asphalt Sales LLC
Matejka, Francis & Dorothy
McCommis, Marion & Rose Mae
McKenna, James
Metcalf, Elizabeth
Midwestern Propane Gas Co.
Moore, Glen and Janice
Napier, Eugene & Jeanette
Needles, Carol J
Pfeil, Kay
Poe, Janet
Poettker, Linus & Barb
Quinn, Edward & Shirley
Rehling, Blanche
Reno, Roger and Lois
Riemer, John & Carol
Rogers, Franklin
Ryan, Richard
SAVE Booster Club
Schmidt, David and Maryann
Schmidt, Stephen
SimmonsCooper LLC
Smith, Milton and Judy
Spencer, Johnnie & Mary
Spies, Pearl11/24/2008
Spinnenweber, Jenrose
Starr, James J.
Stenger, Martha
Stephens, James & Dorothy
Stumph, Wayne & Marilyn
Sudol, Lucille J
Sunderman, Pauline
Twigg, Larry & Ana
Vernier, Robert & Janice
VFW Post 1739 (Belleville)
VFW Post 805
Vick, Dr. Larry & Joan
Waller, Dolores Anne
Walter, Marlene
Weber, Robert

Weber, Virginia

White, Pat

Women of the Moose
Chapter #0053

Work, Charlene M.

In Memory of...
Bill Foley

Dr. James and Michele Taylor
Pat White
Maurice & Cynthia Petri
Hans & Carol Schwan
Anthony Joynt
Thomas Watkins
Kay Pfeil
Janice Myers
Arthur and Cathy Foley
Mary and Raymond Preusser
Henry & Susan Keeley
George and Pat Swengross
SAVE Booster Club
Phyllis Mason
Arvellia Roscow
Nora Caldwell
Dolores Anne Waller
Susie and Spike Briggs
Harter & Larson, L.L.C.
Darryl and Verna Elbe
Mark & Denise Juen
Johanna G. Heimann
Bernie and Betty Fahey
Andy and Mary Lou Anderson
Myers Farm
Alex and Lorraine Keck
Patricia Shevlin
James & Judith (Nickie) Schnipper
George & Kathy Coughlin
Bill & Betty Brauer
George & Loraine Lewis
Karen and Dennis Warchol
Richard and Anna Taylor
Colleen Kelley
Betty England
Jesse and Barbara Aguilar
James and Geri Jolley
Randolph & Ellen Law
Kathryn Munie
Robert and Sharon Cook
Connie Sarkisian
Richard & Susan Depigian
Kathryn Hall
Sue Zaring
Kathy Evans

Aleta Dressel

Paul Waller Jr.
Henry & Susan Keeley

Richard Zaring
James and Betty Freeman
Pat White
Henry & Susan Keeley
Peggy Dooley
Deborah and Roy Schneider
Barbara Hohlt
Ty & Carol Cottingham
Donald & Carrie Rigney
Larry & Kay Fox
Kathryn Munie
Harold L. Zaring
Paula Downs
Ronald and Gloria Barbre
Paul and Susan Jones
Robert and Marion Hinkle
Randolph & Ellen Law
Mark & Denise Juen
George & Loraine Lewis
Sharon & Ed Watts
Kay Pfeil
Ed & Sharon Wilson
Deborah & Terry Politsch
Christine & Robert Bierman
Sandra and Edwin Burris
Grace & Monica Adams
Gordon Bien
Hans & Carol Schwan
James & Judith (Nickie) Schnipper
Johanna G. Heimann
Lois Schmulbach
Bill & Betty Brauer
SAVE Booster Club

Lymon, Sr. & Grace Hall
Pat White
Rita Bien

Pamela and Thomas Campbell
Gordon and Margaret Haycraft

SAVE Foundation

Robert J. & Marcia Atchison
Kay Bruchhauser

Eric Rhein

Panorama Banquets, Inc.
Donald & Carrie Rigney
Hon. Laninya A. Cason
Stephen P Voss

Jack & Blanche Butler
George Renner & Sons
Bel-O Sales & Service

We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families who have lost loved ones, and we thank them for designating SAVE as the recipient of these
memorials. For information on how you can contribute to SAVE and the Lee Hopp SAVE Foundation, including gifts, life insurance, bequests in
a will or trust, and through other tax planning methods, call 618-234-1992.
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Lee Hopp SAVE Foundation
Trivia Night!
April 25. 2009

Sponsored by ) the Rslgpﬂﬁgnge{gnli!gﬂ’

Y/

Katy Cavins Community Center, O’Fallon, IL

Hosted By ROGER SCHLUETER,
Belleville News-Democrat’s “THE ANSWER MAN”

$12.00/Person (1 Free Drink) ~ Teams of 6-10 People ~ Bring your own snacks
Cash Bar (No Outside Drinks, Please) ~Cash Prizes ~ Silent Auction ~ 50/50 Raffle

Call 618-234-1992, Ext. 47 To Reserve YOUR Table




